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Final Reporting 

Post-Pam April 2015 

A working group of SHaRM Pikinini Ecole Foundation and Oamaru New Zealand residents 
and schools, coordinated by Jacquie Webby and Sally Austin, discussed the need for 
furniture, school equipment and books as well as sports equipment being donated from 
North Otago, New Zealand residents and schools following their overview of schools they 
inspected during a visit to Vanuatu in May 2015.    

Their visit to Vanuatu was just post-PAM.   On this visit, Jacquie and Sally went to Suango 
Mele Primary School and other kindergartens and schools and saw firsthand the children 
taking lessons under canvas and school rooms without roofing. 

On return to New Zealand, Jacquie Webby (a freelance journalist) wrote an article on her 
visit and her views following the Cat 5 Cyclone which affected large parts of Vanuatu and 
more importantly its effects on the children and the schools that were left damaged and in 
need of urgent assistance.   This article was published in the Otago Daily Times in New 
Zealand and followed many articles that followed.   

Subsequently, Jacquie was contacted by many people who wished to assist with collection, 
donations and items for delivery to Suango Mele Primary School and other areas in need 
following Cyclone PAM.  The donations grew from a small amount to initially a 20ft 
container until the final container sent from Oamaru was a 40ft container high top plus an 
additional 20ft container ex Auckland.  These donations were predominantly from citizens 
and schools in North Otago but a large donation was sent from Hawke’s Bay via Andy Ross 
who also coordinated the team of builders who re-roofed Block 2 at Suango in August 2015. 

 

Items being packed into the container – ex Oamaru NZ 



 

Containers being sent ex Oamaru, New Zealand 

SHaRM Pikinini Ecole Foundation discussed the shipment with the School Board at Suango 
before undertaking this shipment.  SHaRM as the consignor met all shipping and export 
costs in New Zealand on the 40ft container ex Oamaru and the 20 ft container ex Auckland.   
All clearances in Port Vila and handling would be paid by Suango Mele Primary School being 
the consignee of both containers. 

The 40ft container was packed with well over 1000 cartons containing new stationery, new 
and second hand reading books, New Zealand School Readers, Maths and Science resources,  
sports equipment, computers, overhead projectors as well as over 300 chairs and desks.  
This enabled the provisioning for all classrooms in Suango first and any surplus was then 
despatched to other schools SHaRM was in contact with or requests were made to them for 
assistance.    

The container packers in Oamaru New Zealand were all volunteers and they undertook the 
packing of all the donations in early August 2015 including all the individual items were 
packed into cartons, inventories made and labelled.  

 A professional furniture packer donated his time and expertise once the container was 
delivered to the collection point in Fenwick School grounds in Oamaru.  Additional helpers 
were a well skilled crew from Lions Oamaru who worked solidly for two days to pack and 
prepare the 40ft Container for export shipment. 

 

Lions members and Sally Austin ready for packing in Oamaru, New Zealand. 



 

The container was then re-loaded and trucked to Timaru Port in the South Island where it 
was shipped to the Tauranga Container Wharf in the North Island to await the ss. Soochow 
which sailed on 30th August 2015 or thereabouts. 

 

 

School equipment being packed for Vanuatu. 

AGENTS ENGAGED FOR SHIPPING BY SHaRM 

SHaRM was assisted in New Zealand by help with the container shipping via Swire Shipping, 
and Andy Ross, Hastings who managed to get reduced costs and provision for the following 
segments being rail, loading and transporting and shipping and other assistance necessary 
to get the 40ft container ex Timaru to Oamaru and return. 

SHaRM is very grateful for the assistance they provided to Jacquie Webby and her team in 
Oamaru and enabling the packing of the container in Oamaru and to meet the ship in 
Tauranga in the short timeline allocated.  This was achieved and the container arrived within 
time to meet and clear all customs and clearances in Tauranga for export to Port Vila. 

The 20ft container was packed ex Auckland with the new furniture arranged and paid for by 
Suango Mele Primary School.   The school purchased and paid for new furniture for senior 
students, and A4 paper ordered by the school which was purchased well below local rates.   
Being new furniture and no agents or SHaRM members present in Auckland, a professional 
packer was engaged on behalf of Suango to ensure that all items were correctly packed and 
arrived without damage in Vanuatu.  The shipment also included donated items made by 
stationery manufacturers in New Zealand which had been donated to SHaRM to distribute.  



 



 

 



 

  



 

 



 

Container Arrival in Port Vila in October 2015 

The containers were delivered on or about 13th October 2015 to the school grounds after 
being cleared with the assistance of Suango School chairman, Akuma Malas and School 
Secretary, Eliane Matauatu.  

The container has arrived at Suango and the unlocking and unpacking commenced on 15
th

 October 2015.    Headmaster 
Peter Jerome is overseeing the process. 

Via Eliane, the School was able to get Ministry of Education assistance as well as the NDMO Office 
clearances so the delivery to the School of the container of donated school equipment and new 
items was made without any problems as all documentation was in order and processed through all 
clearances and fumigation procedures. 

We are extremely grateful to all concerned who made the process easy and without problems. 
Following the containers arrival in Vila it was fumigated, and delivered to Suango grounds with the 
Quarantine Office calling to inspect the container when opened and the process to unpack 
commenced with many willing helpers assisting from the Suango school family. 

 

  



 

 

Parent helpers assist unpacking the 40ft container in mid-October 2015

Eliane tries out the refurbished classroom – Building 3 with new desks and chairs 

  



 

 

 

Getting ready for filing cabinets to be removed. 

  



 



 

 



 

COSTINGS 

Shipping of 40ft and 20ft containers ex NZ to Vanuatu  

Details Suango Donor Cost in NZD$/AUD$ 

Container costs in New Zealand- 
packing, freight in NZ, shipping in 
NZ and all costs associated with 
shipment in NZ for two 
containers – 40ft and 20 ft 
including rail and shipment 
Oamaru – Tauranga and Auckland 
– Tauranga    

 SHaRM  

NZD $7,776.51 

AUD $7,421.04 

    

Container costs in Vanuatu   Cost in Vatu  

- Bond – 40ft fully 
refundable 

Suango  (35,000) 

Bond – 20ft fully 
refundable 

Suango  (25,000) 

Container cost for packing of 20ft 
container ex Auckland 
professional packing due to new 
furniture (Quadrant) 

Suango  76,349 

Fumigation for two containers Suango  31,132 

Agents charges for two 
containers – South Sea Shipping 

Suango  11,000 

Security and costs associated 
with assembly of furniture 

Suango  20,180 

    

Total cost of  container paid by 
Suango 

  138,661  VT 

 

  



 

Schools to benefit from 40 ft Container shipment 

All the classrooms in Suango Mele Primary School were refurbished with new tables, chairs 
and other accessories from the shipment which took place in October-November 2015. 

The items from the 20ft container were assembled and two senior classrooms were fitted 
with new items and the balance has been stored ready for completion of Block 1 in 2016.  
The school has sufficient chairs and desks to fit the remaining classrooms. 

 

 

New furniture purchased by Suango being assembled 

 

Others Schools to benefit from container shipment 

Surplus readers, books, school maths and science resources, chairs, desks, tables and boards 
together with a large amount of sporting equipment has been despatched  to schools who 
had registered their requirements with SHaRM following Cyclone PAM. 



 

These schools included : 

 Manua Centre Primary School,  

 Mele Primary,  

 MeleMaat Kindergarten 

 Aim Yee Kindergarten,  

 Eton School and two kindergartens in Eton area North Efate, 

 Onesua School, 

 Eles School, Nguna 

 Tanolui School 

 Maungilulu Kindergarten 

 Matarisu Kindergarten 

 Epauo School 

 Tebakor College 

Donations have also been sent to schools in Tanna, Tongoa Island and Paama Island. 

In this container shipment organised by SHaRM has assisted over 17 schools and 
kindergartens and further deliveries will be made in the new year of the items still 
remaining with the bulk of the items donated being for Suango Mele Primary School which 
has taken on a new appearance with modern school furniture and furnishings.  

Many thanks from SHaRM to all those concerned for making this happen. 

 

…………………………………………………………………….. 

For and on behalf of the SHaRM Pikinini Ecole Foundation 
Per:  Stephanie (Steph) Neilson 

Dated    12  December  2015 

(Attached) 
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2. Final evidence of payment receipts for Suango Mele Primary School and SHaRM NZ Payments 
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SHaRM NZ Costs  
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